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Choose to challenge #IWD2021

#ChooseToChallenge  #I\WD2021

The last 12 months has in many ways been a year of challenges, and with the challenges has come
many changes. This year on International Women’s Day, we’re talking to trailblazing women and male
allies, from across the globe, who are committed to advancing gender equality and challenging the
changes much needed to advance gender equality and create a more balanced world. Whilst the last
decade has advanced gender equality, the last 12 months has seen a great increase in inequality. We
are at a cross roads where our governments, organisations and leaders must come together to find
interventions that will allow millions of women to re-skill, continue to work, climb the ladder and continue
to play a vital role in business and society. Join us at our Gender Agenda Online Summit on 10 March,
details below, and be part of a global conversation where we can all choose to challenge.



https://equalityleaders.com/gender-agenda-summit/

In The News

Sign the petition. Sign the petition to reinstate Mandatory Gender Pay Gap Reporting in the UK and
back the Women & Equalities Select Committee recommendation that mandatory reporting for the
financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21 is required in April 2021. Read

Boardrooms of Britain increase female representation by 50%. Women are now taking up one in
every three boardroom roles in the UK following the Hampton-Alexander Review which started in
2016. Read

100 actions for equality. Michelle King, Founder, The Fix has launched 100 actions for equality in line
with International Women's Day 2021. Read

Historic vote cast in the House of Representatives. This new legislation provides protection and
sends a message that LGBTQ+ community should no longer be treated like second-class citizens. Read

The requirements of Millennial and Gen Z. How younger recruits are insisting diversity and inclusion is
an imperative rather than a requirement. Read

UK government slammed for sexist advertising. The UK government released an advertising
campaign, encouraging people to stay at home. However, the problem with the campaign, was that the
visuals illustrate women doing the chores while a man is lounging on a sofa. Read

The only Black CEO to run a Fortune 500 company. Walgreens announce their new CEO, Roz
Brewer, a woman whose parents did not graduate from high school, but ensured all their five children
received the best education. Read

Gender Pay Gap Back on the Agenda? Fawcett Society, the leading charity in the UK for gender
equality is calling upon the UK government to reinstate the gender pay gap reporting. Read

First African woman to head WTO. Nigerian economist, Ngozi Okonjo-lweala has made history by
becoming the first female, African to lead the World Trade Organisation. Read

Why menopause is a conversation for both men and women. More must be done to support women
in the workplace and, that women have male allies who understand. Read

LGBTQ+ professionals in STEM facing workplace harassment. A new study has found that LGBQ+
professionals are 30% more likely to face workplace challenges with other career related
obstacles. Read

Nike goes hands-free. A new type of sneakers by Nike has put innovation and accessibility at the heart
of their latest sneakers. Read

Land O’Lakes leading by example through authenticity. The first openly gay woman to run a Fortune
500 firm shares how everyone benefits when authenticity is in all our aspects of lives. Read

Michelle Obama in conversation with Amanda Gorman. They talk poetry, speech difficulty and much
more. Read

US government announce their Gender Policy Council. The council will aid to advance gender
equality and, work with women and girls across a variety of issues. Read

UK Census 2021. A new question on gender identity has been added to the UK Census for the first
time. Read


https://www.change.org/p/elizabeth-truss-reinstate-gender-pay-gap-reporting?recruiter=1183895706&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=f989032dc4ed411fb2f8e7381a2f1912&recruited_by_id=760e2ad0-7c2b-11eb-b8e0-99548d059092
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/feb/23/number-of-ftse-100-women-directors-rises-by-50-in-five-years
https://www.100actionsforequality.com/
https://outandequal.org/progress-out-equal-celebrates-the-passage-of-the-equality-act-in-the-house-of-representatives/
https://www-washingtonpost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/02/18/millennial-genz-workplace-diversity-equity-inclusion/?outputType=amp
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-government-scraps-coronavirus-ad-after-sexism-complaints-12201390
https://fortune-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/fortune.com/2021/01/26/walgreens-new-ceo-rosalind-roz-brewer-starbucks/amp/
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/news/fawcett-leads-calls-to-reinstate-gender-pay-gap-reporting
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ginaheeb/2021/02/15/ngozi-okonjo-iweala-becomes-first-woman-african-to-lead-world-trade-organization/
https://amp-theguardian-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/amp.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/20/ignorance-menopause-lives-women-information-symptoms
https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2021/01/deserves-our-attention-new-data-highlight-lgbtq-scientists-workplace-challenges?cid=other-eml-onp-mip-mck&hlkid=707dd374992945308e9617b180176755&hctky=12151274&hdpid=4334b434-e4ee-47e8-8627-f9290043c31b
https://news.nike.com/news/nike-go-flyease-hands-free-shoe
https://sports-yahoo-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/sports.yahoo.com/amphtml/land-o-lakes-ceo-beth-lord-interview-first-openly-gay-women-to-run-fortune-500-company-000116132.html
https://time.com/5933596/amanda-gorman-michelle-obama-interview/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Growing+stronger+and+closer+through+struggle&utm_campaign=LI+Newsletter%3A+Weekly+Wrap+Feb+6
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/534893-biden-and-harris-announce-formation-of-white-house-gender-policy
https://www-bbc-co-uk.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/uk-wales-55721123

The imperatives which build diversity, equity and inclusion. A step-by-step guide from McKinsey &
Company on building a successful diversity, equity and, inclusion strategy. Read

Six Dr Seuss Books Scrapped. Six books will no longer be published due to racist and insensitive
imagery, the company founded by Dr. Seuss’ family has announced. Read

The Big Curry Night In returns in the UK! You can choose a night between 5 - 14 March to hold your

Big Curry Night In to support people living in the poorest parts of South Asia. The UK government will
match your donation. Read

Information Hub

Thought Leadership: Contributing to the Betterment of Society by Akira Mitsumasu, Vice President
Global Marketing, Japan Airlines.

Japan Airlines (JAL), a Japanese national carrier, is breaking conventions and endeavouring to lead the
charge for diversity and inclusivity by practicing Allyship — the process of emphasizing social justice and
inclusion by building relationships with marginalized individuals and/or groups of people, based on trust,
consistency, and accountability.

The Last Word from Hampton-Alexander Review. The fifth and final independent review of looking at
increasing the representation of women in senior leadership positions on the boards of FTSE350
companies.

Bloomberg Gender Equality Index Insights. The Index tracks the performance of public companies
committed to disclosing their efforts to support gender equality through policy development,
representation and transparency.

The Future of Work after COVID-19 by McKinsey Global Institute. This is the first of three reports
examining the future of work, consumer behaviour and recovery led by productivity and innovation.
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https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/tips-for-new-government-leaders-unlocking-diversity-and-inclusion
https://www.news.com.au/entertainment/books-magazines/books/dr-seuss-cancelled-six-books-to-cease-publication-over-racist-insensitive-portrayals/news-story/2babca85598c05a6b2938f20e448e7f8
https://www.bigcurrynightin.com/
https://equalityleaders.com/login/

Online Summits

Here's our full line-up of speakers for our #IWD2021 flagship event, Gender Agenda Online
Summit powered by Virgin Media, 10 March. A full day of conversations with trailblazing women and
male allies from across the globe who are committed to advancing gender equality. Join them as they
share how they are making an impact and challenging the changes in our new future of work.

Delighted to announce our partnership with JobSeer at the Gender Agenda Online Summit. JobSeer is
an Al-powered tool that helps job seekers simplify the job search process by narrowing down search
results and finding the most relevant jobs using the Smart Search and Match Score Features giving more
understanding and transparency. Find your next role with JobSeer
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It's FREE to attend and you can book here.

SAVE THE DATE:

9th June 2021: LGBTQ+ Inclusion Matters Online Summit. A full day of talks, interviews and
storytelling with LGBTQ+ people to shape the future of visibility and representation in our places of work.

6 October 2021: Race Equality Summit. Racial equality will be one of the most important factor in our

places of work over the next decade. Therefore, what do businesses need to know, how do they solve
the problems diverse employees are experiencing and how do we bring about tangible changes.

Learning

Exploring Unconscious Bias in People Management, 21 April

Creating an Environment Where Inclusive Teams Can Flourish, 22 April
Making Mental Health Everyone’s Business, 18 May

View Courses


https://equalityleaders.com/gender-agenda-summit
https://equalityleaders.com/gender-agenda-summit
https://www.virginmedia.com/
https://go.jobseer.ai/a0bpn7#https://jobseer.ai/?utm_source=GenderAgendaSummit&utm_medium=event&utm_campaign=sponsorship
https://go.jobseer.ai/a0bpn7#https://jobseer.ai/?utm_source=GenderAgendaSummit&utm_medium=event&utm_campaign=sponsorship
https://hopin.com/events/gender-agenda-online-summit?code=FBhALlF1dm7F3sLhSLFcT8MlV
https://equalityleaders.com/login/

Inclusion Calendar

International Women’s Day, an annual event focusing on the movement for women's rights.
World Purple Day, an international grassroots effort dedicated to increasing awareness on epilepsy.

Holi, celebrated by the Hindu community worldwide, to welcome in spring, and seen as a hew beginning.
Sometimes known as the festival of colour.

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed with a series of events and
activities worldwide. The day aims to remind people of racial discrimination’s negative consequences.

View Calendar

Books

Stronger by Poorna Bell. A book which is inspired by Poorna's journey to get physically strong after the
death of her husband. She wants to empower every woman to tap into confidence, mental strength and
physical activity to overcome barriers that exclude her from being her best. Review

The Conversation by Robert Livingston. A great tool for anyone who wants to start a dialogue on racism
and bias and turn well-intentioned statements into action. Review

Your Wellbeing Garden. A well-thought-out garden can enhance your mood and well-being. This book
explains why green spaces are good for you and how to optimize space. Review

CONVERSATION

KOW TO MAKE YOUR GARDEN GOOD FOR YOU
ACIENCE | DIMEN | FRaCTICR

Podcast

Renegades: Born in the USA. A series of conversations between Bruce Springsteen and former US
President Barack Obama on issues including race, fatherhood, marriage and the state of
America. Listen

Happy Mum, Happy Baby speaks with Baroness Tani Grey-Thompson DBE. A conversation with an
inspirational woman, she's a Paralympian, Crossbench Peer, Motivational Speaker, Broadcaster and

Mother. Tani talks about being mum, her career and competing to win in the Olympics and winning 16
medals. Listen


https://equalityleaders.com/login/
https://www.panmacmillan.com/authors/poorna-bell/stronger/9781529050813
https://robertwlivingston.com/
https://shop.rhs.org.uk/books/garden-design/planting-schemes/rhs-your-wellbeing-garden
https://open.spotify.com/show/42xagXCUDsFO6a0lcHoTlv?utm_source=uk-en_brand_contextual_text&utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=alwayson_emea_uk_premiumbusiness_renegade-podcast_brand+contextual+text+bmm+uk-en+google&gclid=Cj0KCQiAst2BBhDJARIsAGo2ldUipbFBMS2jD0gMw6VKb6tnEtVcT961SRgrDduUpQdNVAVsKmfR5HUaAkUfEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://play.acast.com/s/happymumhappybaby/tannigrey-thompson

Your Dream Life. Host Kristina Karlsson speaks with Dr Aseem Malhotra on sugar, healthy choices and
following your passion. Dr Malhotra is a world-leading expert in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment
of heart disease. Listen
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Visit

An Egyptian show coming near you. Egypt’s Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities have announced a
touring show featuring ancient Egyptian treasures which will tour the world form November 2021. Find
out more

Culture & Climate at the British Museum. Join curators Amber Lincoln and Jago Cooper for a special
curator’s tour of the online exhibition exploring life in the Antarctic. Find out more

WOW Festival goes online. The annual Women of the World Festival is taking place in March with
conversations and interactive workshops throughout the month. Find out more

Jane Austen's Artful Letters. An online exhibition of Jane Austen’s life through letters. The exhibition
reveals objects from the collection at Jane Austen’s house and how an artfully written letter can tell us
much about her life. Eind out more

Visit Northern Ireland's Royal Residence. Hillshorough Castle and Gardens is a stunning castle
nestled amongst 100 acres of beautiful gardens with plenty to do for a family day out. Find out more

Watch

What'’s Is Your Life’s Blueprint by Martin Luther King, Jr. Shortly before we lost MLK Jr, he spoke to
a group of students in Philadelphia about taking pride in your job and striving to be the very best at
whatever it is you do. It is called “What Is Your Life’s Blueprint?” Watch

It’s a Sin. A Channel 4 mini-series in the UK, which tells the story of three gay men during the 1980s,

living with HIV/AIDS. Perhaps a few lessons in the series where we can learn to create an inclusive
world. Available on Channel 4

Thank you for reading our newsletter.

If you enjoyed it, please share it and tell your colleagues
to sign up.


https://blog.kikki-k.com/58-dr-aseem-malhotra-action-on-sugar-healthy-choices-following-your-passions-your-dream-life-podcast/
https://www.timeout.com/news/a-massive-show-of-egyptian-treasures-is-coming-to-a-city-near-you-012621?cid=email--NEWSLETTER--NA_US_NYC_EN_NEWSLETTER_20210204_TEST_RESKIN--312083--2/4/2021&subsid=38845--270--78817339
https://www.timeout.com/news/a-massive-show-of-egyptian-treasures-is-coming-to-a-city-near-you-012621?cid=email--NEWSLETTER--NA_US_NYC_EN_NEWSLETTER_20210204_TEST_RESKIN--312083--2/4/2021&subsid=38845--270--78817339
https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/arctic-culture-and-climate
https://thewowfoundation.com/
https://janeaustens.house/exhibitions/
https://www.hrp.org.uk/hillsborough-castle/#gs.tzaj8u
https://www.youtube.com/watch/ZmtOGXreTOU
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/its-a-sin/on-demand/68719-001

Newsletter Sign Up

Do you wish to contribute? Contact us on info@equalityleaders.com

Thank you for reading our newsletter.

If you enjoyed it, please share it and tell your colleagues
to sign up

Newsletter Sign Up
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